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Design Waller Creek: A Competition
PUBLIC COMMENTS: ONLINE SUBMISSIONS

Workshop: Ken Smith Landscape Architect, Ten Eyck Landscape Architects, and Rogers Marvel
Architects:

What a disappointment from Ken Smith and hometown girl Christine Ten Eyck! | am given so little a
glimpse into their ideas by these paltry boards that | am having trouble responding to this
entry. Attempts to have a graphically simple proposal fall flat. |simply have no sense at their vision for

the creek.

Fortunately for them, no vision at all is still better than MVVA\'s terrible vision, so they can salvage third

place here.

There are some good ideas were lost in the mediocrity:

-The taxonomy of water streetscapes--green alley, bioswale, et c.--is a profoundly strong idea and
should be a working part of how this project is designed (and, frankly, how future street improvements
throughout the city should be designed)

-Idea of Waller Creek as \"missing street\" is a good idea. So what do you do with it?

-There is a clear suggestion of urbanism (the Urban Canyon) in the middie of the project area, right

where it should be. Sadly, this is poorly reflected in the renderings.

Overall, this project promises great ideas and then subverts them entirely with poorly chosen
renderings, no legible site plan and an entire board wasted on speculative announcement posters for

activities on the creek. This is a sorry effort.

Turenscape + Lake|Fato Architects:
One thing | really like about this proposal is the emphasis on the \"toolbox\" i.e. methodology over a

prescriptive site plan. In evidence of this, Turenscape|L/F\'s site plan is tiny on their boards. This is the
right mindset for this project, and this is the strongest of the four proposais.

What | like:
-Again, the Toolbox. It responds to the language of Waller Creek that is already existing, as well as the

City\'s commitment to urban environmental efforts
-Designing based on habitat regions-- the sections of the creek which evoke the Great Streets typical
section are a wonderful graphic device for understanding the relationship to water on a human
scale. This is important because these trails are about quiet moments, not the \"big\" event
-Cypress walk, although a little Formal, is a wonderfully consistent gesture that suggests the entire
course of the creek--not just nodes (a main criticism of MVVA and CMG proposals}--and complements
the existing language of [imestone banks.
-There is an implied understanding of phasing which reflects maturity of the design team
-The terraced amphitheatre at Waterloo Park is a good gesture for that space {although | have concerns
with the acoustics from that waterfall inlet right next to it)
-The many bends (if a little Formal) in the Cypress walk promote a slowness to foot traffic there and
promote contemplative moments that could not exist if the paths were larger or more straight for long
distances. This is the appropriate pace for the paths
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-The trails at the creek mouth | similarly enjoy; good access between east and west sides of creek. i
assume one would be able to paddle a kayak under them but it\'s not clear in the renderings

-The clear devotion to articulating speculative development is a huge strength of this proposal. I\'m not
arguing for or against their residential development designs, but the emphasis on articulating its
location, scale and density makes this a very mature and realistic proposal

-Ecology is strong with this team; Turenscape and Lake | Flato have a reputation for sensible social
spaces, regionalism and remediation practices

A few concerns:
The renderings do not suggest much urbanism. | am interested in the canopied Sabine Street but

generally there is an overly pastoral feel to renderings. This creek is very much in the City and needs to

reflect that.
-The relationship with IH-35 and the east side is very underdeveloped. CMG\'s efforts in this regard are

far stronger.
-The xeric cap over the inlet is strangely disengaging, given that its overlook looks out to the
amphitheatre. [think there should be a stronger connection between these two parts of Waterloo Park.

Uitimately, | wish there was a little less \"nature\" and a little more \"city\" in this one. We need both
and they need to be integrated with on another, but these renderings do not give me the sense that this
is fully happening. My opinion is that Waller Creek will be a collection of personal reflection spaces
which operate in tandem with and occasionally in response to a bustling urbanism. This proposal is by
far the strongest in this regard and reflects the most sensible relationship to Austin\'s downtown.

There are many aspects | also enjoy of the CMG proposal, but this one has my vote.

Michael Van Valkenburgh Associates, Inc. and Thomas Phifer & Partners:

Comments:
The very act of showing the creek mouth-first on their boards suggests that MVVA has a fundamentally
backward idea of the City\'s relationship with this creek. Witness Shoal Creek: one enters the creek area

and travels TO the lake. A simple graphic flaw generates concern right off the bat.

| am strongly opposed to this proposal but | will point out some highlights: _
-The pontoon bridge across the take, however practically problematic, would be a great project inclusion
to connect the southside to the Waller Creek trails and parks. {Witness the success of the similar bridge

at Lamar).

- like the shelf treatment for the tunnel inlet at Waterloo. There is well-programmed social space there.

-The \"lattice\" of small bridges at the mouth is a compeliing move and engages both sides of the creek

shore (where the CMG/PA proposal only engages the west side, for example)
-There seem to be some appropriate small shaded areas in the \"Grove\"

Now the bad:
-Calling out the four nodes of the project--Lattice, Grove, Refuge, Confluence is at best stupid and at

worst detrimental to the need for well-developed small social spaces on the creek. MVVA plays for the
big \"SXSW\" moment, but the reality is that the large spaces, no matter what name you give them, are
not the real lifeblood of this project. MVVA fails to understand the scale of this City and the uses of the
creek.

-The Poppy is just terrible. Itis ugly and useless.
-The Canopy walk is a weak idea. Better to leave that to the Convention Center and future Hotel. For

what it\'s worth, it\'s also a very aggressive more toward Ironworks and the small businesses nearby
-Potential development is not nearly well enough considered, defined simply as \"Potential
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Development\" or \"Opportunity Area\". Compared to other proposals, this is a very insular and naive

understanding of the City/Creek relationship.

-The IH-35 \"viaduct\" is insufficiently developed.

-The Palm School is a non-starter as long as IH-35 is right next to it. Again, a naive move, and a non-
starter

-The Refugium is perhaps the worst idea of all of them. Putting an enclosed space under the bridge in a
little-trafficked area is going to scare people away. [t\'s an assault magnet. The water remediation off
the bridges is a great idea but this is NOT how to go about it. in what is their closest attempt at a
contemplative space, MVVA fails wildly

-Where are the small spaces? Where is any connection to retail potential? Where is an understanding
of development? Instead, | get a rendering with some bats in it? Frankly, I\'m insulted.

CMG and Public Architecture:

The CMG/Public Architecture entry was the most pleasant surprise of the four entries, aided by a
masterful aerial rendering that showed some surgical relationships to IH-35 as well as speculative scales

of future development.

Some highlights:

-A nicely scaled Waterloo Park; the building over the tunnel inlet seems like an appropriate architectural
addition and the loosely programmed park and grassy amphitheatre is appropriate

-The cap over [H-35 at 11th/12th streets could represent a huge community value; other interventions
on the highway {replacement of concrete with wildflower embankments, the light tunnel) are key moves

that could be developed further,
-The pedestrian connections between 6th Street, the new Sabine corridor and the creek seem the most

realistic
-The Eco-District should be a design generator; happy that language is included

-The waterfront seems practical
-l appreciate the idea of \"events\" preceded the project construction

Some concerns:
-The boardwalk in general is way too Formal, particularly at Waterloo park where the limestone

language might make more sense

-The installations on Sabine are unrealistic and overbearing; other teams treat that space much more
gently

-The cap will be expensive; | like the gesture but | do not understand a clear vision for how it would
specifically benefit the East side. This needs to be stronger to justify the cost

-There are way too many \"cute\" interventions that take away from the strength of the hole. I do not
care for the moon towers, the \"Red River Park\", the hanging garden or the City Deck

-Generally, there is way too much treatment of the entire project as a venue for large social spaces and
too many hrazen attempts at making quirky experiences. Where are the small social spaces? The
personal reflective spaces? The reality of Waller Creek {in many ways similar to Shoal Creek) will be that
of quieter moments. The design--too often too grandiose--eschews these moments in favor of crowds

and prescriptive moments.

CMG and Public Architecture:

Thank You. 1]




Warkshop: Ken Smith Landscape Architect, Ten Eyck Landscape Architects, and Rogers Marvel
Architects:

I would like to download the design concepts.

CMG and Public Architecture:

This rocks.

Turenscape + Lake |Flato Architects:

I went to the Blanton Museum today to see these designs. Based on those large-scale models, |
definitely iike the following design the best: Turenscape + Lake | Flato Architects

However, the CMG and Public Architecture design looks the best on this website.

Go with Turenscape!!!

Workshop: Ken Smith Landscape Architect, Ten Eyck Landscape Architects, and Rogers Marvel
Architects:

This presentation is by far cleaner and more inovative than the others and will both by function and
asthetics serve the community for many years to come without becoming stoggy and dated. Truely

creative.

Workshop: Ken Smith Landscape Architect, Ten Eyck Landscape Architects, and Rogers Marvel
Architects:

1 like the stress on the natural environment, and | like the general design, but | dislike the over-reliance
on created walks and space. [ would prefer it to be done so it looks as though maybe nature did it.

Turenscape + Lake|Flato Architects:
I\'m not a fan of the raised and very prominent boardwalk.
Michael Van Valkenburgh Associates, Inc. and Thomas Phifer & Partners:

In general, the different spaces are well thought out and there is good greenspace. I\'m not a fan of the
shell scape with alternating angle columns.

CMG and Public Architecture:

[ like the overal natural looking landscape of this design. ! would like to see fewer constructed walks and
more trails, but otherwise this design is good.




Turenscape + Lake| Flato Architects:

want to see the details!

Michael Van Valkenburgh Associates, Inc. and Thomas Phifer & Partners:

The MVVA team have nailed the Austin vibe. The natural look feels like home. Please choose this one.

CMG and Public Architecture:

CMG and Public Architecture Team are trying too hard. Austin doesn\'t need a theme park. Too much
concrete, paving over Austin\'s natural beauty.

Turenscape + Lake|Flato Architects:

| love the that they have looked at the entire watershed of Waller Creek including the condensate water
that is usually just dumped into Town Lake. The swimming holes created by collecting this condensate is
a great idea! Alsg, I love the consistency of having a Cypress Walk run the length of the creek. Great

work!

Waorkshop: Ken Smith Landscape Architect, Ten Eyck Landscape Architects, and Rogers Marvel
Architects:

I don\'t know much about Landscape Architecture, but | really like the pictures | am seeing from this
Team.

Turenscape + Lake | Flato Architects:

I like the minimal intervention and natural approach. Seems practical and attainable because it
develops from community activities that already exist, e.g. expanding Red River music scene to create
Music Bend. This design is also equitable as it specifically created Palm Park to attract East Austin
residents, and the CommunityGardens suggested for the LadyBird Lake area would bring farming to
downtown city dwellers. | love the environmental education center at Palm Park, and the living walls
concept. | would like to see natural playscapes included as well. | think this is something the community
could get behind and support because it appeals to a diversity of residents. (Cut out the orange onthe
bridge - definately doesn\'t go with the natural vision of the rest of the design.)



CMG and Public Architecture:

While | think all the finalists do a good job of returning the creek to a more natural state, | feel that CMG
and Public Architecture does the best job of integrating the creek with the surrounding urban
environment. They have created an oasis within the city, providing art spaces and elaborate boardwalks
that serve as art in and of themselves. Their concept expands the impact of the creek beyond it\'s banks
into the surrounding areas that are now mostly parking lots. Their plan offers the most comprehensive
approach to transforming the area into a destination and a more desirable place to live, work, and

spend one\'s leisure time.

Workshop: Ken Smith Landscape Architect, Ten Eyck Landscape Architects, and Rogers Marvel
Architects: '

| am going to look over all the concepts in more detail, and hope to come see the display at one of it\'s
stops. Initial impression, | don\'t see where archeoiogical investigations or mitigation are taken into
consideration by any of the plans. This project, being along a creek, there are archeological deposits,
both prehistoric and probably historic. How are these being taken into consideration?

Turenscape + Lake|Flato Architects:

The designs appear over-the -top and hardly evolutionary that renders the creek unrecognizable. The
amount of pavement is alarming and approaches the commercial ambiance of San Antonio\'s river walk.
Does the creek need to be a destination or merely a byway? Both will increase traffic and pollution! And
no longer a home for the homeless, right?

Goodhye Austin!!

Turenscape + Lake|Flato Architects:

Turenscape + Lake/ Flato Architects has the best design to relax and cool off in Austin.

CMG and Public Architecture:

The CMG and Public Architecture model is perfect for Austin. The fun water activities are perfect for
people to cool off in this Austin heat.

Workshop: Ken Smith Landscape Architect, Ten Eyck Landscape Architects, and Rogers Marvel
Architects:

good!




Michael Van Valkenburgh Associates, Inc. and Thomas Phifer & Partners:

This was my favorite... Hope it wins.

Turenscape + Lake|Flato Architects:

I really think this concept is in touch with what Austin really is.

Turenscape + Lake|Flato Architects:

| vote for the Turenscape + Lake Flato Architects team. The design embodies living in Austin and Central
Texas--past, present, and future. The design seems to minimally impact nature {although it will take
much work to create this simpie look). My home was also influenced by Lake Flatc\'s clean, natural
design concepts. This team comprises many Austin and well-respected crganizations and considers local

culture and environment in its design. It\'s a winner!

Workshop: Ken Smith Landscape Architect, Ten Eyck Landscape Architects, and Rogers Marvel
Architects:

{ like the minimal approach of the KSLA/RMA approach, both because it can (hopefully) be implemented
quicker and at less cost than the other schemes. | really like the mention of keeping wildlife present and
making a \"landscape\" as opposed to an \"urban [andscape\". All 3 of the other schemes take a typical
planning-style approach to make an urban amenity, but the idea of kayaking down a more lush creek is
great. Although, Lady Bird Lake serves this function and I think the right amount of commercial uses
would be needed to activate and make the scheme viable.

The renderings don\'t look like Austin even though the Bald Cypresses are native {and existing} trees.

Turenscape + Lake|Flato Architects:

The Turenscape scheme is very strong. | don\'t like the focus of the writing and quotes on the team and
\"potential\" processes, but the concept proposed are excellent. Their scheme integrates real
architecture by suggesting potential ideas about development and new housing or commercial
buildings. They also hint at ways to regenerate or give back to the ecology/economy of the area rather
than just be an amenity. This seems like the right approach. The look of the parks and their uses is right

for our city.
Michael Van Valkenburgh Associates, Inc. and Thomas Phifer & Partners:

not sure if the pedestrian bridge in MVVA\'s concept is already planned as part of the Lady Bird Lake
Boardwalk, if so it would be a great addition, however | think the multiple bridges in their scheme are an
unnecessary expense that don\'t add to the potential experience of the creek walk. | do like that their
scheme implies potential power generation/ecological regeneration (with their wheel sculpture). Don\'t

like the poppy for Austin,

CMG and Public Architecture:



I would like to see more shade and a more native-looking canopy in the CMG scheme. In general, their

language really captures Austin and the potential for this site.
The graphics on their Design Concept Summary are much better than the others. | like the positive,

confident tone of their writing.

Turenscape + Lake | Flato Architects:

To me, the Lake | Flatc design has the best feel of Austin, It has a useable, pretty and confortable sense
that the others lack in some way. Plusit\'s subtie and evokes Barton Springs and many things good

about Austin,

Turenscape + Lake|Flato Architects:
This is one of the hardest City of Austin design decisions that | have had to make but, in the end, the

near-seamless interaction with nature, neighborhoods, and public space, by Turenscape + Lake | Flato
Architects provides the best overrall benefit to the city as a whole.

CMG and Public Architecture:

} am blown away by CMG and Public Architecture\'s designs! It is both innovative AND unique! I love it.
This would definitely be my choice. The other teams projects were interesting, but | feel they could be
anywhere in the world. With CMG and Public\'s designs, however, you could never mistake it. You
would be in Waller Creek in Austin, Texas!

CMG and Public Architecture:

I am a student of Architectural and Urban Design, and as such these proposals are incredibly intriguing
to me. \'m quite disappointed that the only way to view these proposals is to visit their exhibition in
person. | am almost positive that you would receive much more response if you not only displayed the
information at public forums, but also allowed for the viewing of high resolution copies of each firm\'s
work. Not only would the public benefit from being able to peruse and compare each option in the
comfort of their own homes, but you will be able to reach a greater audience this way, and provide
exposure and recognition for the talents and hard work put in by each design team. As an aside;
promotion and exhibition of these types of rejuvenation projects is exactly what local governments
should be doing to increase public involvement and interest in the creation of beautiful, sustainable, and

functional public space. Thank you so much!

it would be extremely helpful if digital files of the design proposals were available for viewing. The
current in browser window does not let the viewer read the text on each proposal board.

Workshop: Ken Smith Landscape Architect, Ten Eyck Landscape Architects, and Rogers Marvel
Architects:

| perfer the keep it green concept, or anything that will keep the impervious footprint as small as
possible. If you have buildings come right up to the creek, then trash will more likely be thrown into the

creek.



Turenscape + Lake|Flato Architects:

i love this design! it get\'s my vote as the most AUSTIN of all the designs.
i\'ve lived in austin since 1963 & so have seen a lot of change. much of it great. some not so great. i\'m

very excited about the waller creek project & i\'m very much hoping that turenscape+lake/flato wins the
commission.

Turenscape + Lake | Flato Architects:

This design by Turenscape and Lake/Flato looks the most like Austin to me, and the most like what |
hope Austin will look like in the future.




